DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

came further bereavements, for in the winter her
sister Alice, to whom, in spite of certain misunder-
standings, she was devotedly attached, died of
diphtheria, and in the following spring she lost her
youngest son Waldemar, at the age of ten. Like his
cousin Frittie, he had been from birth extremely
delicate, and he died of haemophilia. A couple of
months afterwards Princess Charlotte gave birth to
a daughter, and the Queen at the age of sixty became
a great-grandmother.

Prince William's return from his military training
marked the end of his loving relations with his father
and mother which had been so great a happiness to
them both, and for her it was the opening of the
domestic tragedy that ended only with her death.
He came back soaked through and through with
militarism and highly contemptuous of his parents5
liberal principles. Intellectually he resembled his
mother in many points, he had her quickness of
perception, her decisiveness, her impetuosity, and her
combativeness. These similarities between them
were of the quality which rouses disagreement rather
than harmony, for they were instinctively disposed
to differ and both were disputatious : their very
points in common sundered them. In character
they were poles apart, for nothing was more foreign
to her than his arrogance once assumed as a cloak
for his sense of inferiority but now grown aggressive.
It provoked from her sharp rebukes which might
have been better left unuttered, for they only stung
him to retort. He was a man now, and it could
hardly be expected that he should receive with a
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